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Moving North -

Lt Gage(370th) had the right wing of his plane filled wrth 50 cahber shells
ed by a new tail gunner in the plane ahead of him.* My

- On the June 24th mission to Yap,’ the 371st lead plane Lt. Rice pilo
became separated from the others and by the time he found the formatro he
was unable to catch up. The plane flown by Lt. Cooke(371st) was using:an
ive mount of fuel so he bombed the radio stauon at Sorol Isl
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“base: The run was too short;:and the squadron he had joined drifted to the
‘right.-Two 371st navigators ‘complained- that the Group leader’ changed
course much too often and unnecessarily on the way to the target .
Navy Task Force 58, which.was supporting the Saipan’ operatlon, was
threatened by.a Japanese navel task force that was operating north of Yap.
A call was received by the 307th and 5th Groups requesting that they attack
. anyJapanese warshlps that might seek refuge in Yap harbor. In'carrying out
“the:mission, the two groups made the first daylight strike on:Ya; b
~ 22nd. In the absence of any shipping they bombed the: airdrome and town.
_ They caught the Japanese completely. by surprise, resulting in the loss of
_ nineteenplanes on the ground and abadly damaged runway. Missions to Yap, twas. hopelessly split up.”
naddition to the ones against Woleai, prevented the J apanese fro rrying n June 25th, the primary targets were the runway and the revetmen
ighters from the Philippines and the Dutch East dies to Sai ap. L Kimmerle(370th) hit Sorol Island, the secondary target, because O
The 370th led the June 22nd mission to Yap: The: bombm was done agas lea enty-five to thirty Japanese fighters jumped the formation
ndividually, rather than in formation, and the'ru e 0 about two minutes before:bombs away, and the attack: contmued for.about:
" The: photo interpretation showed: fifty-two in ' he thirty. mmutes ‘There was one Tojo or Raiden with the: attackers whrcV
" runway with an additional fifty bombs on the taxiways. OF the forty-eight resembled an American P-47. The enemy pilots were eager. They were th
planes visible on the runway and in'the revetments adjacent to the runway, irst team, however, their tactics showed a marked difference’ from. thos
nineteen were definitely destroyed and many others damaged. The surprise encountered over Truk. There was an almost complete absence of vertica
" to the Japanese was so complete that interceptor planes were just taking off dives and high'diving frontal attacks that had been encountered over Truk
as the formation reached the target. One enemy fighter was seen to attempt These enemy pilots may have been from Palau having been alerted by. ther
a'take off and swerve from a near miss and, as the pilot straightened the plane radio station on Sorol Island. They appeared to be experienced, aggress
out, it received a direct hit. Another fighter received a near miss just as he was and markedly superior to the average pilot encountered over Truk. They
taking off which caused the plane to loop and crash at the end of the runway. not expose the underside of their plane on the breakaway; a tactic; used by
The A/A fire was heavy, medium and fairly accurate. Ten aircraft were left Truk-based pilots. The A/A was fairly heavy and accirate; twenty to twenty-
burnmg on the ground and another twenty-five or thirty were damaged. Lt. five phosphorous bombs were dropped with no damage, but six came.
_ Camp’s(370th) plane was hit by a 20mm shell that blew out the nose wheel  uncomfortably close. S/Sgt. Robert ‘Taylor, ball turret gunner: on L
- tire, knocked out the automatic pilot, and the trim tab cables, and damaged - Thayne's(370th) crew shared akill with /Sgt. Wiatrowski, right waist gunne
~ thehydraulicsystem. With the hydraulic system inoperative the landing gear ~ onLt. Dufur s(370th) crew. Lt. Dufur’s plane received about. twentyzholes,
 and flaps were cranked down for landing; after landing parachutes were.  from A/A fire and fighters. Lt. CarlF. Martin's(372nd) plane washit by 20mm
opened from each waist window to serve as brakes. ‘ . fire in the wing outboard of #4 engine and in the right main landing gear ir
. Admiral Nimitz wanted Yap so that he would have naval and air bases i Lt. Frank Rogers'(372nd) plane was hit eight times in the ¢ ction by
the western Carolines to-assure the neutralization of Truk and to cooperat 7.7mm fire. T/Sgt. Charles H. McMullen(372nd) and S/Sgt. Dona
with Gen. MacArthur in gaining control of the eastern approaches to the Jepsen(372nd) shared akill and S/Sgt. Melvin B. Miller(372nd) g one n
- Luzon-Formosa-China coast region. - Allied occupation of Yap would deny
 the Japanese air and submarine bases’ there. As late as J uly 7, 1944 Yap was.
~ scheduled for invasion on October 5th.3” " '
-On June 23rd the 307th was back over Yap. ThlS trme there were a few,
~ Zeros; A/A and phosphorous bombs. The target was the runway, and it was
blanketed with bombs as was the apron. Twodirect hits were scored onplanes
_on the-ground, one of which wasa “dummy” parked in a revetment on. the
southwest end of the runway. Five or six enemy fighters were seen over the
target area but only one closed and S/Sgt. Marcoux and T/Sgt. McDonald
‘gunners on Lt. Hobstetter’s(370th) crew damaged it.¥”2
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unusual number of phosphorous bombs. They were. thrown ‘with great




e accuracy and close ‘yr'enq‘hgh t
.. within the formation; four pla s :
e 'V?RansbottOm(B’l,lst),reported},that‘,the phosphorous bombs were released by

. . - “Japanese pilots atYapweremar

" parrish and $/Sgt. Bloom on Lt. Lowe’s(37 1stycrew s

1o twenty fighters intercepted:the formatior Je continue ;
. twenty-five tothirty minutes. On Lt. Habben’s(370th) crew Sgts. C,afrl'chhsgn

'  { ~ and RichardKingeachshotdoWnafighter asdid S/Sgt
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thing they.could to lighten the.
e plane i

d
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o the formation to be audible. Several burst
r planes had to fly through ‘streamers. SISgt’f.ji

i feet, the crew began throwing out ever
The pilot and copilot, Lt. Musgrave, were then able to brin
asafe landing on three engines. Lt. Dufur seta 13th AirForce
37!

of the longest over water flights on three engin

t. Anthony(371st) flying plane #323, “Frenisi?, whi
 ninth mission, was hit in the leading edge of the wing be
he ‘fuselage. The: propeller blades were peppered:wi '

- shell'fired from a fighter went: through the leading edge of

“an explosive charge: There was general agreement among the crews that the
kedly superior to those encountered at Truk
.+ S/Sgts. Erickson and McFarlane shared a fighter as did S/ Sgts. Young and
~ Johnson. 'All four: were members. of Lt. Theisen’s(371st) ‘crew. S/Sgt. Li-
““budziewski, tail gunneron Lt. Clary’s(371st) crew had asure kill and T/Sgt. .
0! hared.one..One of the -

_* 3Mstpilotsscheduled for the mission becameilland Lt.Paul W, Nichol(371st)

was called to substitute, The late take-off prevented him catching the fo
* tion, and he hit Sorol Island. > Lo
 Trwasback to Yap on June 27th to hi
_masters at patching up bombed runways.

blowing the left landing gear tire in the process. Minor damage:
 7.7mm fire. In spite of the flat tire, Lt. Anthony * in”
ates(371st) flying lead had the hydraulic system lan
y 2 20mm shell which resulted inalarge hole in
alsowrecked the bombardier’s kit and there werean
throughout the fuselage. T/Sgt. Ginter, engineer on L
bz.xg:’,rgpair,ingﬂthe’hydraulicsystem.ﬂDue to his expert
landed with full flaps and brakes. This was his sec
Tepairs. 0 e e i
. Airplane #857(371st) had an eightinch hole int

prior to bombs away, eightee

n, and the battle continued for

s.James Hitchcock and

. Clarence Dickerson on Lt'Sylor’s(370th) crew. Pvts. Jesse Anderson, Ray-
" mond Altiere and George Krum onLt. Gage’s(370th) crew each gotoneand

. Sgt. Melvin Ruckriegel and nose gunner Brubaker on: the same crew each
. damaged one. Lt. Gage’s(370th) plane was damaged and left behind by the

- formation, and once more they had to fight their way back home.. %

Capt. Donald'Dixon(372nd),‘a‘newly-assigned pilot to the squadron, led

the 372nd to Yap. He was the only member of the squadron to hit the target;

the others bombed Sorol Island. Dixon’s plane received slight damage from .

~77mm fire ‘ R SR C R :
2:Onlune 28th, Yapwas hit again. After the bomb run, the townwas covered

by smoke. The fighters struck as the bombs were dropped, with the initial

.. attack consisting of dropping phosphorous bombs which were accurate asto .

-~ altitude but slightly leading. This tactic necessitated some evasive action.The |
ious Yap raids. This

- fighter tactics differed from those encountered-on prev ‘
. time the fighter pilots made,.predominantly.high frontal attacks which were.
- pressed closely. One. fighter. pilot was reported to have. flown through'the

entire formation withoutfiringa shot.S/Sgt. ConlonandS gt. ThomasD.Fann.

and S/Sgt. Eugene Illingsworth on Lt. Dufur’s(370th) crew shared an [

. Parlyinthe fightL Dufur’s(370th) plane was hit in the left wing. The

Airplan 1 the left horizontal stabiliz
and additional holesin the tail section from hitsby 20mmshells. A 20mmshe
also knocked out the copilot’s window and holed the wing between #3 engin

and the fuselage.™

'On the June 30th mission to Noemfoor Island only ten to fifteen figh
hit the formation. S/Sgt. Conlon and Sgt. Wilson on Lt; Kaestner’s(42
crew received credit for one enemy. fighter each, Th
Donald L. Balovich(424th) was hit Vin;thenrﬂight;\%{mg;zin
the one thousand-mile trip back on three engines, ¥ ng.
good due to the weather, and the rés]ultsjcouldixj’otlb bserved
island completely closed in, the formation passec ndand
hoping for a break in the clouds but without any luc
‘onthearea south of Kamiri Airdrome which was open,‘

lane was on {ire. The bombs were salvoed over Cape K erets
_ThestrikesinJuly were against Yap, Noemfoor, Woleai and al:
ome search missions. A total of 407.7 tons of bombs was dropp
nstallations, and the practice of flying a mission every other.da
very day was reinstituted. e

Yap was considered to be the p

w

shell

~ punctured the connection between the fuel cell and the #1 engine. Gasoline
. begantorun out near the #2 engine over the supercharger and, to preventa

- fire or explosion, it was necessary to cut the engine off and transfer the

gasoline from the damaged tank. Shortly after this, the #1 engine cut off due

 tothe fuelleak. Altitude could notbe maintained with two engines, and,when

- itappeared that the fuel leak had been stopped, the #2 engine was restarted,
" but the plane continued to lose altitude. When reaching an altitude of 1000

eating that the island had tak
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conditions had improved to a point where just existing was no longer a
problem. Better arrangements for obtaining food and material with which to
make the camp healthier and more comfortable contributed greatly to the
comfort and health of the organization. Periods of inactivity were unwel-
comed. In the month of July the 424th had from time to time three and fqur
days between missions. Crew members found the time dull and hard to fll'l.
Coral on the beach and snakes made swimming difficult, and the athletic
programwas insufficient to meet the needs of the personnel. Some ofthefree
time was devoted to training. .

‘Some items remained in shortsupply and if they could have been obtgmed
would have added greatly to the comfort of the men. Some of tt}e men inthe
424th had a problem with some very old and torn mosquito netting. Late.qne
night the CO,John Vanderpoel, removed his rank insignia and took a frlenfi
on a “midnight requisiting” party. They visited the Bomber Comma'nd tennis
courts which were completely surrounded by three bands of beautiful nylon
mosquito netting. A short reconnaissance told them that al! was safe for a
raid. They carefully pried loose three bands of netting and tied them to t.he
back of the jeep and made a quick circuit of the tennis courts before heading
back tothe 424th area. The netwashidden under John's tent floor for a couiple
of weeks and then distributed to the needy. It provided much needed relief
for the suffering troops.

Morale was an all important factor in any combat unit. The morale value
of visiting USO shows was questionable, especially when there were hun-
dreds of men in the 307th who had been in a forward area for twenty-two
months and longer without a single day of rest leave. The maintenance Crews
deserved the Congressional Medal of Honor for their yeoman performance
in maintaining the planes in top mechanical shape. They cou!d not look
forward torotation home after aspecified time. Their morale received aboost
during July with the announcement by Headquarters Eaf East Air For_ces that
men with eighteen months overseas service were “ehg'lblg for rotation and
furlough to the Continental United States. The majority of the ground
personnel qualified. '

A swing band was organized composed of personnel from all the sguad-
rons with Pvt. Isaac Mayo(372nd) as the featured vocalist. Sports contmqed
tobe popular, and the movies remained good except for the repeated showing
of the movie starring Adolphe Menjou.*® :

Noemfoor Island was hit on July Ist. The target area contained defense
positions, personnel and supply areas near Kamiri Airdrome. The 307th was
joined by crews from the 5th Group and the 90th Bomb Group of.the 5th Air
Force. The mission was in preparation for the landing of American troops
scheduled for the following day.*® .

July 3rd marked the beginning of a serics of attacks on the Carolines that
aided in the preparation for the return of the Americans to Guam, apgi the
invasion of Tinian in the Marianas. These missions marked the last visits by

~ damage. ;

~ S/Sgt. Vito P. Malvagno on Lt. Dryer’s(372nd) crew. - :

 Inspite of the damage he made a good one.’® '
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the 307th to Yap. As usual the Japanese got in some good licks. The bomb

load consisted of 1000 pounders. The target was covered by clouds, and the
results could not be observed. About sixteen fighters attacked the formation L

and continued the fight for forty-five to fifty minutes after the breakaway. In -
addition they dropped the usual phosphorous bombs and as usual caused no
Lt. Adair(371st) and crew had the honor of flying plane #323, “Frenisi”, on
itsone hundredth mission. To celebrate the occasion S/Sgt. Marshall, the ball
turret gunner, shot down an enemy fighter. T/Sgt. Gerald D. Billings and S/

~.Sgt.CharlesJ. Wolfe on Lt. Clement B. Baldwin’s(372nd) crew shared a Zeke =

-and S/Sgt. Raymond A. Kaser on Lt. Dorries’(372nd) crew got a Zeke as did

- The plane flown by Lt. Garland Dorries(372nd) was hit by A/A fire as was
the plane flown by Lt. Leon Steffy(372nd) Lt. Charles Dryer’s(372nd) plane
was hit near the fuel cells between #1 and #2 engines and on the right side of
the tail turret. Lt. Baldwin’s plane, leading the 372nd, was hit in the left side
of the fuselage by a20mmshell. It cut the hydraulic lines and cavedinthe right

bomb bay door. Lt. William D, Bowles'(372nd) plane was hit by A/A fire o
- directly underneath, holing the fuselage in the wing roots above the forward

pomb bay,inthe #1 and #2 engines, in the flaps between #1 and #2 engines and
“in the left horizontal stabilizer. The right landing gear tire was also cut. The

- flak that hitthe #1 engine cut the oil line and after leaving the target the engine .
~-was cut off and the prop feathered. Upon landing the right landing gear tire

blew. This plus one engine being feathered added to the difficulty of landing,. £
In an attempt to catch the Japanese interceptors on the ground, the Group‘
attacked Yap Airdrome in two waves on July 5th. This required a night take

~ off for the 424th and 371st who made up the first wave. Only eight of the
- twelve planes reached the rendezvous at Sorol Island. The 371st leader was
~ among the ones thatdid not make it,and Lt. Edward J. Rice assumed the lead.
~ The hoped for surprise was not achieved and twenty-eight fighters attacked
the eight planes. Only two fightersrose to attack the second wave. On the first
~ pass,every crew member in the second wave fired and someone gotone of the
~fighters, The remaining Zeke dropped two phosphorous bombs with no

results. Lt. William Rouzie(372nd) did not make it to the targetbecause of the
loss of the static instruments shortly after take off, Lt. Edward J. Rice’s(371st)

. plane received heavy damage. He instructed the other pilots to reduce air - .
_speed and keep together. He maintained the formation until the interceptors: -
departed. He then announced, over the radio, in a bored and disgusted tone o

“I'm going to ditch the son of a bitch.” He had waited too long because the " | :

and later all five were observed swimming in the water. There were threerafts
in the water, but the nearest one to a survivor was three hundred yards. A

plane was falling out of control. The plane slid steeply on the left wing and o
burned fiercely, hit the water and exploded. Five men were scen to bail out
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